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82 {...foritisa matter-of equal difficuity 1o obtain a blessing which we have not, and to keep it when we have

gained it.}

% (Having thus spoken of the good works of these, he again recurs to His grace. “In love,” saith he,
“having predestinated vs.” Because this comes not of any pains, nor of any good wotks of ours, but
of love; and yet noi of love alone, but of our virtue also. For if indeed of love alone, it would follow
that ail must be saved; whereas again were it the result of our virtue alone, then were His coming
needless, and the whole dispensation. But it is lhe resuit neither of His love alone, nor yet of our
virtue, but of bath. )
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85{. .. Bue now, we have sustained a Jife more grievous than countless deaths; fearing and trembiing during so many
days, and being suspicious of our very shadews; and paying the punishmen of Cain: and in the midst of our sleep,
starting up, through constant agony of mind. So that if we hiave kindied God's wrath, we have appeased Him in the
endurance of such a punishment. For if we have nox paid the satisfaction due to our sins, yet it hath been enough
to satisfy the mercy of God.} :
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% (The things which aforetime seemed not possible to any one, virginity, and contempt of death, and
of other stronger sufferings, are now in full vigor through every part of the world, and it is not with
us alone, but with the Scythians, and Thracians, and Indians, and Persians, and several other barba-
rous nations, that there are companies of virging, and clans of martyrs, and congregations of monks,
and these noW grown even mor¢ numerous than the married, and strictness of fastmg, and the utmost
renunciation of property.) :

B7 ¢ .. Singe not even atter the faith is it possible for 2 listless man to be saved! For the wresilings are made easy
that thou mayest swive and conquer, nor that thou shouldest sleep, or abuse the'greatness of the grace by making

. it a reason for listlessness, so wallowing again in the former mire. -
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